
It’s a Wednesday evening in an intimate music venue in 
Hollywood. An alluring caped woman takes the stage  
– sleek black side bob, porcelain skin and dark lipstick. She 
starts to sing and the audience is transfixed.

This is Meg Mac, the 24-year-old singer-songwriter from 
Melbourne whose voice is akin to a soulful dame singing 
gospel somewhere in the American South. She is admirably 
humble, yet wildly ambitious. Completely focused on the 
journey ahead, her life is music. And singing.

Raised in a musical Irish family (her real name is Megan 
McInerney) in the northern suburbs of Sydney, Mac is one 
of five children who have all pursued studies and careers in 
the performing arts. She has early memories of listening to a 
mix of Ray Charles, traditional Irish music and Motown. 
Her mother, who played the piano and accordion, would 
always sing to her children. “There was a song for everything, 
even finding a parking spot, and we’d all be singing.”

Mac asserts that she only ever feels comfortable when she 
is on stage singing. She began training her voice at the age 
of nine with lessons, and with study at prestigious schools 
(she’s a graduate of Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts). “All I wanted to do was sing up high and 
big. I’d go to singing lessons and I’d say to my teacher:  
‘I want to sing like this.’ And then she taught me how to  
belt. I was one of those weird kids who had a really big 
voice and I loved it.” She says her “I’m really a musician” 
moment occurred when she first heard herself on the radio. 

“It’s that self-doubt thing and then it’s on the radio, 
you’re like: ‘Oh … radio!’ The song was Known Better, 
uploaded onto the Triple J Unearthed site. 

Mac went on to win the 2014 Triple J Unearthed Artist 
of the Year. The same year she launched her self-titled EP 
and its infectious title track Roll Up Your Sleeves; sold out 
her debut national tours; came runner-up in the prestigious 
Vanda and Young Songwriting Competition; and signed  
a record deal with NYC-based heavyweights 300 
Entertainment. She is often compared to Adele, a likeness 
she is flattered by. “She’s got a big voice and when she sings 
I can feel it. So if someone compares me to Adele, that 
means they can feel me.”

Fresh from her US tour, she recounts: “I’ve never seen 
people move to my music like that. People were closing their 
eyes and just grooving to it. I was like: ‘Wow, that’s cool.’” 

The songstress narrates stories from the road to her fans 
via “secret diary”-style entries on her social media pages. She 
not only gives them all updates, but also encourages them to 
ask her interview questions, which she answers via a postcard 
(a slight obsession of hers) from the cities she’s performed in. 
“Sometimes they feel a part of it and say: ‘I’m so proud of 
you’. They get into it and they’re excited for me. You couldn’t 
ask for more than your fans to feel like they’re part of it. If  
I didn’t have them, I wouldn’t be doing what I’m doing.”  ■
Meg Mac plays Splendour in the Grass in July. Go to www.
splendourinthegrass.com.

 With her fans always on her mind, sonorous 
singer-songwriter Meg Mac has both a big 
voice and a big heart. By Ishil Ihtiyar

Meg Mac

Meg Mac wears  
a Calvin Klein 
Collection top and 
pants, P.O.A. Hat, 
$250, and scarf, $75, 
from The Vintage 
Clothing Shop. 
Hermès boots 
$2,310. Shot on 
location at China 
Heights Gallery.ST
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